WAYZATA SERVICE UNIT HOLIDAY BAZAAR
HISTORY & PURPOSE

The Wayzata Service Unit Holiday Bazaar was started in the mid-1960's by a Wayzata Senior Troop.  Cadette and Junior Troops were invited to sell crafts and earn money for their troops while also helping the community.  

The bazaar ran continuously through 2010. For 2 years Wazyata Service unit combined with Orono/Westonka’s Service Unit’s bazaar, and in 2013 we held no Bazaar. We brought it back in 2014, inviting many service units to join us, and are continuing to tweak it so it can continue for many more years. In 2016 we introduced bazaar related skill building badges for Daisies, Brownies, and Juniors. In 2018 we phased out entertainment. 

This event is for every Girl Scout! There are ways for all levels of scouts to participate and earn a fun patch. See Patch Guidelines. 

The important purposes of the Bazaar are: 

Building self-esteem 

Building a sense of business and community awareness  

Giving girls a chance to learn about cost, labor, pricing, marketing and profit

Girls realize people will buy things that they have created 

Girls realize there is value in a job well done  

Work on the Bazaar should not take over the Troop’s entire fall program.  The amount and complexity of craft work should be age appropriate so the girls do not “over-load” on craft work. Summer may be a good time to work on projects.

There has always been a service component to the Wayzata Holiday Bazaar.

Each Troop that sells crafts is asked to give TEN PERCENT of their PROFITS to charity at the close of the Bazaar. Profits are equal to the total amount of money the Troop takes in from sales of crafts, minus the cost to produce the crafts.

Participation in the Bazaar means that girls are actively involved in a service project.

The ten percent of profits collected is used by the girls to purchase gifts for needy families in the area through IOCP’s Adopt a Family.

100% of the profits from food sales go to support InterFaith Outreach’s Adopt a Family too. 

The 2018 Holiday Bazaar is held from 10:00AM to 2:00PM on Saturday, November 17th, 2018 at Peace Lutheran Church of Plymouth, 3695 County Road 101, Plymouth. (Just North of Greenwood Elementary School) 

WAYS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE HOLIDAY BAZAAR

HELP THE COMMUNITY – DAISY, BROWNIE, JUNIOR, CADETTE, SENIOR, AMBASSADOR GIRLS & TROOPS:

Donate canned goods or personal hygiene items for Interfaith Outreach Community Partners. 

   Look for drop-off site at Bazaar.

ADVERTISE - DAISY, BROWNIE, JUNIOR, CADETTE, SENIOR, AMBASSADOR, ADULTS:

Color and distribute or display posters at least two weeks before the Bazaar 

Make copies of Holiday Bazaar poster.  

8.5”X11” or 11”X17”

Ask local businesses, schools and churches to display posters. 

Fill in Signup Genius list with location placed. 

Posters are our main source of advertising for the bazaar. Please help us advertise for a successful sale by encouraging every girl to decorate and hang 2 posters in the community. (Library, grocery stores, restaurants, etc. Wherever there is a community board.) 

Share Wayzata Service Unit Facebook Event page with your friends and family

Invite your teachers, friends, family, grandparents

EARN SKILL BUILDING BADGE: DAISY, BROWNIE, JUNIOR:
Sign up on WayzataHolidayBazaar Sign up Genius, or at table at bazaar (if room)

Daisies can earn the Making Choices petal; Brownies can earn the Philanthropist badge; and Juniors can earn the Business Owner badge

Walk through badge requirements with an older scout, or your parent

Expect this to take at least 30 minutes

Badges will be available for purchase at the bazaar

CRAFT SALES – JUNIOR, CADETTE, SENIOR, AMBASSADOR:
DETAILS & GUIDELINES

Sign up on WayzataSignUp Genius
A $10.00 fee per booth space is required to cover rental of the facility and/or custodial costs.
Complete and submit Troop Money Earning Project Approval Form at least 30 days prior to the Bazaar.  The form can be found online at the River Valleys website: https://volunteers.girlscoutsrv.org/reference/forms/money-earning-approval-form/ 
Set-up begins at 9:00 AM.  Coffee and breakfast items will be available for sale during the setup time.
Do not arrive before 9:00 AM to set up.

Your Troop number will be on your designated table when you arrive.  No switching please.

Keep in mind that many of your customers will be other Girl Scouts and their families.
Be sure to follow Safety-Wise for adult-to-girl ratios, etc.
Each Troop MUST stay for the entire Bazaar and is responsible for providing all decorations and table coverings, bags, change, and clean-up of its area.  Please arrange your schedules accordingly so that your table is always staffed.
NO BEAUTY SERVICES will be allowed.  These include hair braiding, hair beading, face painting, and applying cosmetics or nail polish.

NO GAMES will be allowed.  The Bazaar is a craft sale, not a carnival.

According to Safety-Wise, raffles, drawings and games of chance are NOT appropriate money-earning activities and are NOT allowed at the Holiday Bazaar. 

Do NOT copy other Troops’ crafts that you saw last year. If you are unsure if an item was available in the past, please ask the Holiday Bazaar chairperson. 

Crafts need to be made by the girls.

Adults can demonstrate and assist the girls.

Girls should NOT be in a position of admitting that they don’t know how a craft was made because a parent/adult made it.

Girls may assemble crafts from purchased kits.  (Consider pros and cons of saving time versus saving money.)

Troops should NOT merely RESELL items such as Girl Scout cookies, hair clips, nail polish (even in “grab bags”).  Girls should do something creative to make the crafts their own.

Troops may sell food “gift” items that do not compete with Bazaar food sales area.  They will need to be approved by the Holiday Bazaar chairperson.

Each Troop must throw out their trash and put away its own table and chairs as well as help clean up the facility.
Remember, Girl Scouts leave a place cleaner than they found it.
TIPS FOR CHOOSING CRAFTS

When choosing projects to work on for the Bazaar, try to make items that teach girls new skills and are skill level appropriate.

Check to see whether work on the Bazaar can be linked to a badge. 

Diversify!  Do not sell just one kind of item.

One way to estimate how many of an item to make, is to have each girl make one. If the girls want to buy that item themselves, make more.

Consider making some “guy” and pet gifts as few troops usually do.

For craft ideas, check the internet, Pinterest, craft books, craft sales, craft stores.

TIPS FOR SAVING MONEY

Try to use natural, free, give-away or throwaway items to keep costs down.

Watch for sales when purchasing supplies.  (Some stores will tell of upcoming sales.)

Check out “wholesale” type stores.

TIPS FOR PRICING

Price items so they will sell – remember there are young children buying gifts, too!

Price items so you cover your costs and make a profit.

High-priced* items do not sell well. (*Greater than $15.00)

Prices should reflect cost of materials plus the girls’ time and talent.
Check out other craft sales to get a feel for pricing.
Ask the girls, friends and parents of Girls Scouts what they would be willing to pay for particular items.
CRAFTERS WHAT TO BRING LIST:

Cash box with start-up change.  Have plenty of $10.00, $5.00 and $1.00 bills, and quarters for your startup money

Tablecloth, calculator, display stands

Small bags to put gifts in so children can surprise parents

Extension cords and masking tape, if needed for table (nothing can be taped to the walls)

Expense information so profit can be determined on day of Bazaar

Cleaning supplies for your area

BADGE & SECRET SHOPPER GUIDE: CADETTE, SENIOR, AMBASSADOR:
Sign up for shift on WayzataHolidayBazaar Sign up Genius. 

Guide a small group of Daisy, Brownie, or Junior scouts through a badge

Help them shop for their families based on guidelines given

Arrive 5 minutes before your shift.  

Girls earn hours toward their Service to Girl Scouts pin

FOOD SALES – Day of Event Worker: CADETTES, SENIORS & AMBASSADORS FROM WAYZATA SERVICE UNIT:

Sign up for shift on WayzataHolidayBazaar Sign up Genius. 

Sell food items in the kitchen - snacks, beverages, fast food items

Arrive 5 minutes before your shift.  

Girls earn an hourly wage. 

Want to do more? Sign up to be a coordinator of one of the activities. There are coordinator details listed with each item. 

HOW TO EARN THE HOLIDAY BAZAAR PARTICIPATION PATCH
A Holiday Bazaar Participation Patch is available for all levels of Girl Scouting.  The patch is given the first year a girl participates in the Bazaar.  Red beads or sequins can be purchased by the Troop or girl and added annually as “berries” on a wreath to indicate additional years of participation.  Patches are available for purchase from the Holiday Bazaar Coordinator at the event. The patches are not available at the Girl Scout Store.
HOLIDAY BAZAAR PATCH REQUIREMENTS
DAISIES (Do one of the following):

1.
Color posters/flyers to display or distribute at least two weeks before the Bazaar. 

2.
Invite 4 people outside your troop to attend. 

3.
Donate two canned food items or personal hygiene products for service project

BROWNIES (Do two of the following):

1.
Color posters/flyers to display or distribute at least two weeks before the Bazaar. 

2.
Invite 8 people, outside your troop, to attend. 

3. 
Donate two canned food items or personal hygiene products for service project

4.
Manage the donation table, count items and pack up items

JUNIORS (Do three of the following):

1.
Color posters/flyers to display or distribute at least two weeks before the Bazaar. 

2.
Make something for the Bazaar that has been approved by your Leader

3.
Work at the Bazaar at least two hours

4.
Donate two canned food items or personal hygiene products for service project

5.
Manage the donation table, count items and pack up items

CADETTES/SENIORS/AMBASSADORS (Do four of the following):

1.
Make items for the Bazaar that have been approved by your Leader

2.
Work on the service project:

a.
Collect canned goods or personal hygiene items
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b.
Shop for a needy family using profits from the Bazaar

c.
Write thank-you notes for food donations

d.
Set up table to show service project

3.
Do advertising, such as posters, flyers, or phoning

4.
Solicit food donations for the kitchen

5.
Work at least two hours at the Bazaar 

6. 
Work two hours in the kitchen

7.
Be a Badge & Secret Shopper Guide

Patches are available for purchase for $1.50 each from the Holiday Bazaar Coordinator.

